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This paperpresentssomepracticalaspectsinvolved with reintroducingfire
to coniferousforestsofthesouthernUnitedStates.Theapplicationof fire
continuesto increasein complexitydueto urbansprawl,air quality issues,
andregulatoryconstraints.Manysitessufferfrom unnaturallyhigh live and
deadfuel accumulationsdueto decadesof fire exclusion.Additionally, the
lossofhabitatto urbanizationincreasestheimportanceof restoringand
maintainingthoseacresstill in nativecondition.Thecasestudywedescribe
is dominatedby an overstoryof Pinus palustris andanunderstory
comprisedmainly ofpalmetto/galiberry,one of themostflammablefuel
typesin theUS. This ecosystemevolvedunder,andwashistorically
maintainedby frequentlow-intensityfires. Our exampleis in an areathat
hassufferedfrom extendedfire-free periodsandcontainsseveral
subdivisionscharacterizedby tightly packedhomesthatweredeveloped
with no considerationofthepotential for wildland fire, manyownedby
retireeswith respiratoryproblems.Othernearbysmokesensitiveareas,
includeschoolsandheavily traveledhighways.Suchworst-casescenarios
exponentiallyincreasethechallenges/risksfacingfire managers.Becauseof
its complexity, thiscasestudydemonstratesmanyofthesocietalissuesand
technicalchallengesfacingfire managerswhenplanningandconducting
restorationburns.

We focuson thesubstantialoutreachandplanningeffort necessaryto
convincethe interestedpublic that, althoughfire is not theonly optionto
efficiently reducehazardousfuel accumulationsalongtheurbanwildland
interface,it is theonly choicethatwill alsorestorefunctionto these
deterioratingnaturalcommunities.A significantpartofthepre-burneffort
involved reassuranceto nervoushomeownersthattheareacouldbe safely
burned.In fact this casestudyreinforcesthenotionthat,whenburning in
theurbaninterface,executingtheburnoftenrequireslesseffort thanthe
planning,cooperation,andcoordinationnecessaryprior to ignition.
Althoughthis exampleis from thesouthernUnitedStates,fire managers
everywherefacesimilar challengesandcanbenefitfrom theinformation
presentedhereinregardingthe underlyingproblemsandapproaches
necessaryto convincea dubiouspublic that fire canbesafelyandeffectively
reintroducedinto fire-starvedecosystems.
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